
CLIL LEARNING UNIT – Lower Secondary School

Title
The illuminated letters 

Class 
II

Subject(s) involved
Art AND ENGLISH 

Number of lessons
10

Teaching aims
To teach the fundamentals of nutrition and the importance of a healthy diet; the differences among cultures concerning 
eating habits and diet. 

Learning outcomes What learners will be 
able to know by the end 
of the unit

Learners will know about the origins and history of the illuminated letters. They will increase 
their critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art and design in
different times and cultures;

What learners will be 
able to do by the end of 
the unit

Learners will develop creativity and imagination through a range of complex activities; they will 
improve their ability to control materials, tools and techniques;
The will be confidence in the use of visual and tactile elements and materials;

What learners will be 
able to be aware of by 
the end of the unit

Learners will become aware of the existence of different visual arts, techniques and designs.

Content CLIL theme with possible 
crosscurricular links Knowledge of historical events concerned with the Middle Ages, history, music and  

literature . 

Communication Language of learning Vocabulary: colours, tools, vocabulary related to Middle Ages, micro language (visual 
techniques, design)
Structures: -ing form; comparatives; superlatives, I think, I believe, in my opinion, according to, I
agree, I don't agree, I think so, I don't think so, imperatives. 
Functions: talking about like and dislike, making comparisons, giving and asking for instructions.
Expressing opinions, expressing agreement and disagreement. 

Language for learning Vocabulary: colours and tools 
Structures: present and past tenses, comparatives and superlatives.
Functions: to be able to talk about events in progress; to be able to talk about past events, to 
be able to make comparisons. 
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Cognition Thinking skills 

development 
(LOTS and HOTS)

Making hypothesis, evaluate and analyzing.
Openness to self-examination of performances. 

Culture Awareness of topic 
relevance to daily life

Development of social and cooperative skills 

Materials and resources Sway presentation; worksheets; pictures; videos. 

Assessment Formative: on-going process, discussions in class, group work 

Summative: types of written and oral tests: written test- drama 

Each Learning unit will be divided in single lessons. The steps to follow during the learning unit are the following: 

· ACTIVATION  

· FIND OUT (INPUT)

· SORT OUT (INPUT PROCESSING)

· OUTPUT (SPEAKING AND WRITING TO PRESENT THE NEW PRODUCT/INDIVIDUAL/GROUPWORK)

· ASSESSMENT (SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE UNIT)

These steps will be developed during a certain number of lessons each teacher will plan.

LESSON  PLAN

Lesson 1 /10      Title: The illuminated letters and their features 
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Timing 1h

Activation of the unit How we create interest and raise motivation: 
The teacher shows some pictures of the illuminated letters then she asks the
following questions: what are these?  What do you think were these letters 
used for? What do all these letters have in common? 
What are the main colours? The teacher uses the students' answers to focus
on the illuminated letters and the importance of colours. As the letters are 
called illuminated, what are other words for illuminate? She writes on the 
blackboard the word illuminate and through a spider gram takes note of 
the words related to it such as: Bright, enlightened, lighted, golden, rich, 
magnificent.

Interactional
Pattern*

Resources
and

Materials

Core activities
Find out (input)

A  short description of each activity
(observing, reading, selecting information, note taking, researching, …) 
The students observe several illuminated letters and individuate the main 
colours and characteristics. Then they focus on the decorations and features
that make an illuminated letters special: colours, drawings, size, position in 
a page. What about the colours? Is the size large or small, is the position on
the top or the the bottom of the page? Did you notice that you can find the 
initial also  the beginning of a paragraph? The pupils have to do a multiple 
choice exercise to check their understanding. 

Group 
discussion

Pictures 
and 
worksheet 

LESSON  PLAN
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Lesson 2 /10      Title: the manuscript and the dark age  

Timing 1h 

Lead in of the lesson (warm up) How we create interest and raise motivation
The teacher shows some pictures of a monastery, a monk and a manuscript.
She addressees the pupils some questions such as: do these pictures have 
something in common? who lives in a monastery? What did monks do? 
What is a manuscript? Do you think these pics have something in common? 

Interactional
Pattern*

Resources
and

Materials

Core activities

Sort out (input processing)

A  short description of each activity
(sequencing, classifying, sorting…)
the  teacher writes on the blackboard the answers then she invites the 
students to think about the making of a manuscript. Is it easy or 
complicated? Did they use the movable type printing or not? When was  
movable type printing invented? As movable type printing was invented by 
Gutenberg in 1455, When can these manuscript be dated back?  When does
the middle age begin and end? The falling of the Roman Empire 476/ The 
discovery of the new world1492. The teacher elicits students pre-knowledge
through a brainstorming activity about the middle age. 
She writes on the blackboard the information gathered. 

Group 
discussion  

Pictures 

LESSON  PLAN

Lesson 3 /10      Title: Steps to create a manuscript 

Timing 1 h

Lead in of the lesson (warm up) How we create interest and raise motivation
The teacher shows a video focusing on the different steps to make a 

Interactional Resources
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manuscript and the different people needed to make it. The monks had 
different tasks, but what did each one of them do? 

Pattern* and
Materials

Core activities
Sort out 2 (input processing 2 if 
necessary)

A  short description of each activity
(sequencing, classifying, sorting…)

Students are invited to  take notes and focus on the main tasks of the 
monks. As a speaking activity the pupils will have to ask questions each 
other to check if their notes are correct. Then the teacher will make a list of 
the different tasks of the monks and their role in the making of a 
manuscript. 
.

Pair work Video 

LESSON  PLAN

Lesson 4 /10.      Title Steps to create a manuscript 

Timing 1 h
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Lead in of the lesson (warm up) How we create interest and raise motivation
The teacher asks the students some questions concerning the different roles
of the monks in the making of a manuscript. 
She shows again a short part of the video focusing on the illuminator. What
does the illuminated do? What colours does he use? What kind Of 
decorations does he use? She shows some pictures and a video of the 
illuminated letters so that the pupils can take inspiration from them and 
choose how to realize their illuminated letters

Interactional
Pattern*

Resources
and

Materials

Output
(speaking/writing/presentation of
individual or groupwork/product)

The teacher shows the students a list of instructions on how to make an 
illuminated letter. The pupils have to follow the instruction to create their 
own illuminated letter. 

Individual 
work 

pictures 
and video 

Lesson 5 /10.      Title Making of an illuminated letter 
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Timing 1 h

Lead in of the lesson (warm up) How we create interest and raise motivation:
The teacher shows some illuminated letters then she asks the students what
colours and decorations they used to make the illuminated letters. She 
makes a list of the features and colours uses by the students and the 
drawing technics chosen by them. 

Interactional
Pattern*

Resources
and

Materials

Output
(speaking/writing/presentation of
individual or groupwork/product)

The teacher shares a worksheet with a re-order exercise. Students will have 
to reorder the different steps to draw an illuminated letter. Then they can 
go on and finish their illuminated letters. 

Individual 
work 

pictures 
and 
worksheet 

Lesson 6/10.      Title the illuminated letters

Timing 1 h
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Lead in of the lesson (warm up) How we create interest and raise motivation
The teacher shows all the illuminated letter created by the pupils. She asks 
the students to think about a presentation of their letters. She gives some 
guide lines for the presentation.
What letter from the alphabet did you choose? 
What colours did you choose? Why? 
What about the decorations? 
What kind of animal or plans did you choose? 
What drawing techniques did you use? 

Interactional
Pattern*

Resources
and

Materials

Output
(speaking/writing/presentation of
individual or groupwork/product)

The students present their letters to their classmates following the guide 
lines. 

individual 
work 

pictures 
and 
drawings  
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Lesson 7/10.      Title The role of each character

Timing 2 h

Lead in of the lesson (warm up) The teacher asks the students to focus their attention on  the different tasks
of the monks, their roles and performances. 
In 
The teacher shows the video of a drama performing the different characters
of a play about the illuminated letters. 

Interactional
Pattern*

Resources
and

Materials

Output
(speaking/writing/presentation of
individual or groupwork/product)

The teacher asks the students to choose their role for the drama. Then she 
shares the parts. Each students can read it and begin to mime and play it. 
The teachers gives instructions on how to perform the play. 

group 
discussion 
and 
individual 
work 

pictures 
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Lesson 8/10.      Title the making of the costumes 

Timing 1 h

Lead in of the lesson (warm up) How we create interest and raise motivation
The teacher shows some fabrics and objects and asks the students what 
character they would fit better. What colour is it better for the monk? What 
kind is it better for the costume of the patron? What about the object? 
What does the aphotecary might need? And the illuminator? What about 
the binder

Interactional
Pattern*

Resources
and

Materials

Output
(speaking/writing/presentation of
individual or groupwork/product)

The teacher splits the students into groups and each group make theirs 
costumes according to the instructions given by the teacher. The first step is
cutting the fabric, then matching the right items and objects. 

Group  work Fabrics 
and items 



CLIL LEARNING UNIT – Lower Secondary School

Lesson 9/10.      Title the playwright and the parts 

Timing 1 h

Lead in of the lesson (warm up) How we create interest and raise motivation
The teachers asks questions concerning the different tasks of the characters
involved in the play. What does the illuminator do? What does the binder 
do? 

Interactional
Pattern*

Resources
and

Materials

Output
(speaking/writing/presentation of
individual or groupwork/product)

They wear their costumes and take their objects. The teacher gives them 
instructions to performe the play. Each students performes its role. 

Group work pictures, 
screenplay

Lesson 10/10.      Title Performing the role play 
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Timing 1 h

Lead in of the lesson (warm up) How we create interest and raise motivation
The teacher addresses some questions concerning the role-play focusing on 
the tasks of the characters, the performance and the timing for the role 
play. 

Interactional
Pattern*

Resources
and

Materials

Output
(speaking/writing/presentation of
individual or groupwork/product)

The students performe the play. Group work 
Individual 
performance

Screenplay

Lesson 10/10

Assessment Summative assessment of the whole learning unit
Types of written / oral tests
Written test at the end of the module 

*Whole class: W, groupwork: G, pairwork: P, individual work: I


