
WORKSHEET 1 

The illuminated letters  

Take a look at the videos and pictures and answer the 
following questions: 

1. What is the meaning of the word illumination? Can you find 
some synonimous? 
2. What are the illuminated letters? 
3. Do you know what a manuscript is? 
4. Have you ever seen a manuscript? 
5. When can illuminated letter be dated back in your opinion? 

Choose the correct answer. 

1. What is the meaning of the term illumination? 
1. To switch on 
2. To fill in with light 
3. To appear 

2. What are golden leaves used for?  
1. To fill the empty space  
2. To decorate  
3. To reflect light  

3. Letters were colored in:  
1. Red  
2. Blue  
3. Purple  

4. Minium was… 
1. A paper  
2. The name of a monk  
3. A mineral  



Worksheet 2 

Mach the correct sentenses: 
1. Colours were.... 
2. An apothecary took... 
3. Egg was added to make.... 
4. The red colour was taken from... 

a. ....bugs and plants to make powder 
b. ....the ink wet 
c. ....a mineral called minium 
d. .....made by an apothecary 

True or false choice. Say if the statements are True or 
False and correct the false ones. 

1. An illuminated letter was the first letter of a page  
2. The illuminated letter was the smallest letter of a page  
3. The illuminated letter was never decorated with golden 

leaves  
4. Decorations included animals and plants  
5. Illuminations were ordered by common people  



Worksheet 3 

Answer the following questions. 

1. When can illuminated letters be dated back? 
2. What is the most famous manuscript ever? 

Choose the correct answer.  

1.  Illuminated letters became popular during... 
a. The Renaissance 
b. The Middle Ages 
c.  The Illuminism  

2. The illuminated letters were created by... 
a. The scribe, the painters, the parchmenter 
b. The monks, the scribe, the parchmenter 
c. The illuminator, parchmenter, the scribe 

3. The scribe was... 
a. To decorate the letters 
b. To prepare the surface of the page  
c. To write down the information  

4. The illuminators lived in ... 
a. Monasteries  
b. Churches  
c. Royal palaces  



Worksheet 4  

Fill in the gaps with the following words. 
kings - miniatura - monasteries - animals - scribe - page - red 
- leaves-  manuscript - Egyptians- mineral - monks - enlarged -  

Illuminated letters can be dated back to the time of 
the ........... The most famous ............ever was 'the book of 
dead' which can be dated back to 1310 B.C. 
Illuminated letters were usually coloured in .... The red colour 
was taken from a ........... called minium. This is the reason 
why the italian word for illumination is .............. 
An illuminated letter was often the first letter of a .......... or of 
a paragraph. It was ........... and decorated with golden ........, 
colours and images. Images  included: ........., plants or 
mythological creatures.  
Illuminations were ordered by ......... or religious leaders to 
give importance to the manuscript. 
The illuminated letters were created by the .........., the 
illuminator and the parchmenter. They were all ......... and 
these works were performed in the ..............  



Worksheet 5 

Draw your own illuminated letter. Take inspiration from 
the drawinings below and follow the instructions: 

1. Use a pencil to draw the letter 
2. Draw inside and/or outside the letter interesting drawings 

following the shape of the letter.  
3. Choose the decorations you prefer among plants, 

animals, mythological creatures or geometrical figures. 
4. The background and the frame are often as important as 

the letter. 
5. Draw colourful ornamentations around the letter.  
6. Use some symbols to decorate your letter 
7. Use a thin pen to produce thin lines. 
8. Choose some brilliant colours  
9. Use your favourite technique among felt-tips, crayons, 

watercolours, inks  
10.If you can, add some gold using a golden paper or golden 

pen. 
11.Don't rush. Let your colour dry! 

 



 

Glossary 

Monk: member of a religious community  
Monastery: building occupied by a community of monks  
Manuscript: a book or document. It can be typed or 
handwritten.  
Parchment: thin material made from skin of an animal used 
as a writing surface in ancient times.  
Binder: a man who put paper together and bind them  
To bind: to tie or fasten  
Patron: a distinguished person with a honorary position  
Apothecary: a person who prepares drugs  
Illuminator: a person who decorates the letters from a 
manuscript  
Scribe: a person who copies out  
Middle Ages: the period of European history from the fall of 
the Roman Empire to the discovery of the new world 1492.


