
Learning Unit

Title: European Citi es

Class 11 years olds
Subjects involved

Geography
Number of lessons: 9 Timing       12 hours

TEACHING AIMS LEARNING
OUTCOMES

 To present the 
European Cities and 
their problems

To introduce the 
concept and the 
main features of 
the European 
cities' population

To introduce 
problems and 
solutions related 
to European city 
environment

To make learners 
aware of this issue
and build on prior 
knowledge

To successfully 
teach CLIL 
Geography lessons
in English to 11-12 
year- old students 
about “Cities in 
Europe” and their 
problems

To make students 
aware of pollution 
in big cities as well
as possible 
ecological 
behaviours.

Conceptual
knowledge:
what  learners  will
know
by  the  end  of  the
lesson/unit.

Procedural skills:
what learners  will  be
able to do
by  the  end  of  the
lesson/unit

Attitudes  and
dispositions:
what  learners  will  be
aware of
by  the  end  of  the
lesson/unit

Learners  will  know
about…

- the city functions
the differences 
between 
metropolises and 
megalopolises
the most important 
European 
metropolises and 
megalopolises
the cities' 
environmental 
problems and their 
solutions.

Learners will
be able to…

Observe and talk 
about European 
cities and their 
problems looking 
at pictures, texts, 
videos.
Comprehend the 
difference 
between 
metropolis and 
megalopolis
Understand 
causes of city 
pollution
Talk about 
possible solutions
Talk about the 
value of smart 
cities
Make others 
aware of city 
issues

Learners will be aware of…

The importance of 
ecological behaviours 
and digital 
development to create 
smart and sustainable 
cities
What they could do to 
contribute for a better 
society
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To help learners 
understand that 
learning can be 
achieved in a 
foreign language

To  help  learners
understand  that
keeping  a  record
of  new  words  is
important

Content  :  
 Introduction of the concept of a city and its functions

Understanding the differences between metropolis and megalopolis
Knowledge of the most important European megalopolises and metropolises
Understanding the environmental problems of most cities and their solutions.

Communication

LANGUAGE   OF   LEARNING                                                  LANGUAGE   FOR   LEARNING  
Vocabulary:  essential vocabulary about                                       Vocabulary: position words, main geographical
terms
                  city functions, megalopolises, metropolises,
                  names problems related to cities
                  smart cities
         
Structures:  present simple, can, passive form                                                          Structures present and past simple 

Functions:   asking for; giving information;  
      locating, presenting problems, giving solutions and reasons              Functions suggesting, describing

                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Materials and Resources:
Whiteboard, worksheets, atlas, maps, photocopies, pictures, videos

Cognition (learning and thinking processes)

 Understanding concepts and knowing how to apply them
Comparing and deducting
Making conclusions

 Expressing one’s own opinions

Culture (developing intercultural understanding)

 Awareness of the problem connected to a high population density.
 Awareness that ecological behaviours are important to respect the environment.
 Awareness that ecological behaviours can create cities on a human scale.
 Awareness of the importance of digital development to create smart and sustainable cities.

2



Learning Unit

LEARNING UNIT STEPS

TEACHING/LEARNING ACTIVITIES WITH TASKS SUBDIVIDED IN SINGLE LESSONS

LESSON 1                                      Focus:  European cities

LESSON 2                                      City functions

LESSON 3                                      European Megalopolises

LESSON 4                                      European Metropolises

LESSON 5                                       Summary of the studied topics

LESSON 6                                       European cities enviromental problems

LESSON 7                                       Possible solutions

LESSON 8                                       Mobility in European cities

LESSON 9                                       Problems and smart cities

 Lesson 1

TIMING: 55 min

 WARM UP

 ACTIVITY 1: Introduce the topic by looking at a ppt on an interactive whiteboard;
                       the teacher asks questions about the topic and students look for the answer.

FIND OUT TASKS:

  ACTIVITY 2:  students work on worksheets first in pairs, then in little groups, finally the whole class 
compares the answers.

Lesson 2

TIMING: 55 min

SORT OUT TASKS:
    - ACTIVITY 1:     students work on worksheet 2 (match picture and word);

   - ACTIVITY 2 :     students work on worksheet 3 (match Italian and English words);

   - ACTIVITY 3:     students work on worksheet 4 (fill in the table);

   - ACTIVITY 4:     students work on worksheet 5 (complete the diagram).

Students work first in pairs, then in little groups, finally the whole class compares the answers.

Lesson 3
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TIMING: 55min

FIND OUT TASKS:
 ACTIVITY 1: Introduce the topic by looking at Europe by night on the whiteboard;

 the teacher asks questions about the topic and students answer; the teacher gives the name of the 
four European megalopolis

- ACTIVITY 2:     students work on worksheet 6 (Find the four European megalopolis on a map);

- ACTIVITY 3:     students work on worksheet 7 (Fill in the table finding the most important cities, belonging to 
the European megalopolis);

Students work first in pairs, then in little groups, finally the whole class compares the answers. 
                                      

Lesson 4

Timing: 55 min

SORT OUT TASKS:
   - ACTIVITY 1:     the teacher asks questions about Italian megalopolis

   - ACTIVITY 2:     the teacher introduces the concept of megalopolis and students work on worksheet 8 (fill in 
the table finding Italian megalopolises and their region);

   - ACTIVITY 3:     students work on worksheet 9 (fill in the table finding European megalopolises and their 
countries);

    - ACTIVITY 4: the teacher introduces the concept of metropolis.

Students work first in pairs, then in little groups, finally the whole class compares the answers.

Lesson 5

Timing: 55 min

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING: summary of the studied topics and practice test.

Lesson 6

Timing 55 min

FIND OUT TASKS:
- ACTIVITY 1: Introduce the topic by looking at a ppt on the whiteboard;
                       the teacher asks questions about the topic 
- ACTVITY 2: students work on worksheet 10 (task 1: match words and pictures; task 2 underline key 
words in the text; task 3 complete the text with the key words.)

               Students work first in pairs, then in little groups, finally the whole class compares the answers.

Lesson 7

Timing: 110 min
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SORT OUT TASKS:
- ACTIVITY 1: students work on worksheet 11 (task1: students find solutions; task 2: students watch a 
video and try to write their opinion; task 3: students look at some pictures and read the text, 
answering the questions).
- ACTIVITY 2: students watch a video about recycling and answer the questions.
- ACTIVITY 3: recycling worksheet as homework

               Students work first in pairs, then in little groups, finally the whole class compares the answers.

Lesson 8

Timing: 55 min

SORT OUT TASKS:
   - ACTIVITY 1:    students work on worksheet 12 (students read the text and cross the right answer);

   - ACTIVITY 2:     students read the text and answer using sentences 

   - ACTIVITY 3:     students talk about some ecological actions. 

   Students work first in pairs, then in little groups, finally the whole class compares the answers.

Lesson 9

Timing: 110 min

FIND OUT TASKS:
- ACTIVITY 1: Introduce the topic by looking at pictures on the whiteboard;
 task 1: the teacher asks questions about the topic;
 task 2: students fill in the table on worksheet 13

- ACTIVITY 2:  the teacher introduces the concept of “smart city”, showing some pictures and reading
a text creating an anticipatory guide, then asking students to explain the general meaning.

Students fill in the table, working first in pairs, then in little groups, finally whole class together.

ENDING LESSON:
Summary of the studied topics

ASSESSMENT 
Formative assessment for learning (on-going process):
The teacher observes students’ participation in the activities. Teacher takes note of their understanding, 
interest and participation, giving feedback to the students. The teacher and the students cooperate to 
prepare a summary.

Summative assessment of learning: The final test has the same techniques used during the learning process: 
underlining, multiple choice questions, tables with pictures and sentences.
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